
 

George Graham Vest (1830-1904) served as U.S. Senator from Missouri from 1879 to 1903 and 
became one of the leading orators and debaters of his time. This delightful speech is from an 
earlier period in his life when he practiced law in a small Missouri town. It was given in court 
while representing a man who sued another for the killing of his dog. During the trial, Vest 
ignored the testimony, and when his turn came to present a summation to the jury, he made 
the following speech and won the case. 
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St. John Lutheran Church comes together to love God and one another, serve 

others and share God’s word.  We do these things by God’s Grace that comes 

through the death and resurrection of  His Son, Jesus Christ 
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Pastor Schilling 
Invites anyone 

with pastoral 

needs to reach 

out to him at 

937-477-6502 
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FAMILY NIGHT 2025! 
Mark your calendar for Friday, May 9 at 6:00 pm. 
Bring a dish to share and we will provide everything else 

for an enjoyable, family-friendly night.  We will welcome 

back Mike Hemmelgarn to share his creative comedy 

with a unique & unforgettable blend of variety! 

West Alexandria Food 
Bank  
St. John Church 
20 E. South St.  
West Alexandria  
937-839-1615  
Mons & Weds:  
10:00am – 12:00pm  
Also open on the 2nd & Last Wednesday 
each  month, 6 – 7:30pm  
The Food Bank’s current needs are tuna, 
shampoo, egg noodles, ramen noodles.  

MAY 2025 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO mark & carol 
mckinley—May 13 

AND JIM & CINDY ROBSION—MAY 16 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 
JANETTE HITTLE—MAY 5 

JANET EBY—MAY 11 
STEVE DAFLER—MAY 11 

RHONDA HAYNES—MAY 18 
STEVE STOCKSLAGER—MAY 18 

DICK LENTZ—MAY 19 

Pastor Bill continues to 
lead Bible study on the 
book of James on Tues-
day evenings at 6:30 in 
the fellowship hall. All 
are welcome to attend. 
The study will conclude 
on May 27 until we 
begin a new study on 
September 2.  

I want to thank everyone for their 
prayers, calls, cards, and texts during 
my recent illness.  
Earla Donaldson 

PRAYER CONCERNS updated May 2, 2025 
Jim Mitchell, Craig Dunbar, Phil Coffman, Adeline, Joanie Hemmelgarn, Stacey Creech, Andy Eck, Marjorie 
DeGarmo, Gayle Rich, Trent Ray, Jeff Beneke, A.J. McKinley, Joey Latvala, Jack Walker, Sue 
Johnson, Andrew Obst, and Eric Walker. 
GRIEVING FAMILIES OF: John Matteucci, Frankie Jeffcoat, and Bob Blair. 
MISSIONARIES:  Jonathan & Michelle Voge & Family 
ST JOHN FAMILY: Russell Worley, Earla Donaldson, Buzz & Nancy Wright, Glen Behnken, Amy Stockslager, 
Rhonda Haynes, Melissa Collins, Ginny Nepomuceno, Hartmut Buettner, Jenny Dawson, Ellie Arnett, Mar-
lene Neff, Butch Spitler, Paula Schiml, Bill Dafler. 
SHUT-INS: Marna Beneke, Janet Ferguson. 

Read God's Word with Bible App 
Take God’s Word with you wherever you go by downloading the free Bible App. Listen to audio Bibles, create Prayers, study 

with Friends, and much more—all for free. Choose from more than 2,400 Bible versions in over 1,600 languages on your 

computer, phone, or tablet.  



 
Hello Friends!   
   
Hope and pray you are well! The season of spring has arrived in Cyprus and we are enjoying the comfortable weather and flowers 
blooming.  
   
It’s been a busy start to the year for us with running a 3 month YWAM internship. We had 4 ladies join us to grow in understanding 
and developing their call into the Middle East. The internship included Arabic language training, input on spiritual formation, person-
al development, and cross cultural ministry. We also provided hands on training by giving them opportunities to help us develop our 
refugee community center. It was a full and fruitful season. We ended our time together last Friday, and it was so encouraging to 
hear how the Lord met with each of the interns and solidified their call and next steps in ministry. Two of the ladies will be joining 
our team for the next couple of years, one returned to minister in Iraq, and the other one hopes to continue on with Arabic studies in 
Jordan. We are thrilled that each one will continue on in this part of the world! It was a joy to pour ourselves into this internship, but 
also were ready to get back to normal rhythms of life.    
   
Some of the highlights with refugees during the internship:    

• Hosting movie nights - Narnia. 

• Hosting Ramadan meals with families. 

• Facilitating a weekly Drop In Cafe focused on English language practice, refugee info and advice, and building      community.  

• Facilitating a weekly Women’s Café, pouring into their God given identity and value through creativity.  

• Organizing a couple of after school children’s events - having fun and sharing Biblical stories.   

• Organizing our yearly backpack distribution (70-100 bags) - this year we gave some in Limassol and Nicosia. We were able to 
pray and give out Bibles to most of these recipients as well.   

• Serving refugee ministries in other cities during the kids midterm break - we organized a program in Nicosia with a ministry to 
women who have survived trafficking, and we organized a children’s event at a refugee ministry in Paphos.   

• Getting into the local Mosque on the Night of Power (Jon). 
   
We are so thankful for the grace of the Lord during a busy season. We felt He strengthened us so that we could pour into our family, 
the interns, and refugees. We would appreciate prayers personally as we need the Lord’s refilling and refreshing.    
 
And now, Cyprus will begin celebrating Easter. It’s a beautiful season here with lots of symbolic celebrations. We are excited that 
Michelle’s parents and sister will be here to celebrate with us! They will be visiting for 2 weeks. Also, we will celebrate Lily’s 
13th birthday while they are here.    
 
Then the first week of May, Jon has a trip to Iraq. He will be speaking at the YWAM staff gathering there. We would appreciate your 
prayers.    
 
Hope you have a wonderful Easter celebration! Thank you for your continued prayers for our family, we appreciate you! 
 
Blessings,  
The Voge Family   
 
*We have attached a couple of photos from the past couple of months. 
**Please do not post or redistribute this email without our permission. Thanks! 
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