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St. John Lutheran Church
St. John Lutheran Church comes together to love God and one another, serve
others and share God’s word. We do these things by God’s Grace that comes
through the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ

St. John Lutheran, Ingomar
2139 Enterprise Rd.
P.O. Box 32
West Alexandria, OH 45381
937-839-5321
www.stjohningomar.org
stjohningomar@swohio.twcbc.com

Sunday Morning
Worship at 9:00 AM

Greetings Members and Friends ofDecember
St. John2020
Lutheran Church,
I haven’t had a chance to meet most of you yet, but I want you
to know that I am blessed and excited to be your interim pastor
as we start Advent together.
My conversations with council members have reinforced my belief
that we share many views about what it means to be a healthy
congregation.
These are not normal times, and the pandemic will continue to
prevent us from having the typical opportunities to meet one another in the usual engaging and hospitable ways we Lutherans
gather. After all, how can we be Lutherans without coffee cake
and coffee? And yet, we need to protect one another.

December 2020
Rest assured that I will work toward having a one-on-one conversation with you as time unfolds. We can find a time when we
can meet in a way that allows you to feel safe and comfortable.
We can meet in your home, at church, in a public place, outside;
whatever works for you. For some, it may simply be a phone conversation. Meanwhile, don’t hesitate to contact me for any reason.
I live in the Belmont neighborhood of Dayton, which I have discovered to be twenty-two miles away from St. John’s, and a thirty
-five minute drive. That isn’t far at all. Also, call me anytime,
send me an email, or text me. I am available.

As an interim I am to offer continuity of care and the ministry of
Word and Sacrament. I look forward to our worshiping and serving together,
Blessings,
Pastor Paul W. Heine
937-867-6411
pwheine@yahoo.com

1203 Patterson Road
Dayton, OH 45420
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Are You Prepared?
The leaves in my yard aren’t all raked yet, and my neighbor is
getting concerned. He rakes his yard every other day, and I have
even seen him hand pick leaves that were an intrusion on his well
manicured lawn. As for me, I am still waiting for a strong wind
to come along and blow my leaves into a neat little pile on the
street.

Getting ready for winter involves finding the winter clothes,
draining the gas out of the mower, and stacking wood for the
fireplace, none of which I have successfully completed yet.
Nevertheless, winter will arrive, and that chilling fact I cannot avoid.
This is also a time to prepare for Christmas. It is the season of Advent, a time when we
are to “prepare the way of the Lord.” This means various things to people, including
getting the house prepared with decorations, gifts, lots of Christmas goodies, and special
gatherings of friends and family. This process will be very different this year because of
the pandemic.
Advent is really a time when we are to think again about preparing for Christ’s second
arrival. It requires a different kind of preparation. I grew up in a home where we always
had to keep the living room clean and neat in case we had a surprise visitor. To this day,
my house might not be in good order everywhere, but I’ve been conditioned to keep the
entry and living room in presentable order at all times. You can test me on this, but don’t
open any of my closets without wearing a hard hat to protect you from falling debris.
With Advent lessons that tell us to make a path and sweep clean the way for Christ to
come, the analogy of keeping the house clean comes to mind, but we know the season
suggests much more. You can clean the house all you want, but when the guest arrives,
then what?
In order to observe a proper Advent, consider this. If Jesus came into your home in a surprise visit, certainly you wouldn’t want beer cans on the coffee table or every chair stacked
with things that prevent anyone from sitting down. Nevertheless, after the initial shock of
greeting him at the door; what next? If Jesus were to spend a day in your home, what
would you talk about? What would you want to have him discuss or explain? These are
interesting questions, and when you can answer them, then you can consider your preparations well under way.
Blessings,
Pastor Paul
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Worship start time discussion will take place
Sunday, November 29 prior to the service at
9:00 AM. Any permanent changes will take
place with a congregational vote on Sunday,
December 13 at 9:00 AM.
I would like to thank all the members who participated in the Samaritans Purse operation shoebox.
We ended up with 39 boxes!
Everyone was so generous, I am so
thankful that we got to participate
in such an amazing organization
doing amazing things.
Ellie Arnett
And thank you Ellie!
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Church Basement Ladies are scheduled for
March 25-April 18 2021. Depending on day
and time, group tickets are available for
$37-$49. (2020 prices) A group is 20 or
more people. Carolyn’s La Comedia contact is uncertain if this will happen, but we
can dream, can’t we?? Please contact
Carolyn Studebaker if you are interested.
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We could all use a little cheering up this covid season!
How about some good old Christian puns?
What is a dentist’s favorite hymn?
Crown him with many crowns
Who was the smartest man in the Bible?
Abraham. He knew a Lot
What kind of man was Boaz before he married?
He was Ruthless
Who was the greatest comedian in the Bible?
Samson. He brought the house down.
Who is the patron saint of poverty?
St. Nickeless

To volunteer to provide an evening meal,
contact Judy Erbaugh at 937-604-2207
Each evening meal feeds 10 people and consists of an entrée, side vegetable, and dessert.
To volunteer at the Cold Shelter contact
Lindsay R. Watson at 937-472-0500 ext 409
Or email at Lindsay@hitfoundation.org
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If you are experiencing a crisis,
please call the 24/7 Preble County Crisis Hotline:
1-866-532-3097

Our Mission:
To ensure that quality mental health & addiction services are available to all Preble County residents.

Our Vision:

The citizens of Preble County will be mentally healthy and addiction free
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You can’t go wrong with the gift of a blood donation! Here is a list of convenient locations
at which to donate during Advent.
Name

National Trail High School CCP Warrior Drive
Eaton Community Church
North Central Rescue

Type

Date

Mobile
Drive
Mobile
Drive
Mobile
Drive

12/01/2020
10:00 am - 2:00 pm
12/10/2020
1:00 pm - 7:00 pm
12/14/2020
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm
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GOSPEL MESSAGES FOR THIS SEASON OF ADVENT

NOVEMBER 29 FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT: LEARN FROM THE FIGS
DECEMBER 6 SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT: POINTING TO CHRIST
DECEMBER 13 THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT: WHO ARE YOU?
DECEMBER 20 FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT: CALLED INTO THE FUTURE
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Matthew 13:26-27

26Then

they will see ‘the
Son of Man coming in
clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he
will send out the angels,
and gather his elect from
the four winds, from the
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MEMBERS IN OUR PRAYERS
Marna Beneke

Shut –ins

Don Degler

Buzz Wright

Reenie Halsey

Janet Ferguson

Bob Combs

Catherine Dafler

Dale Cotterman

Lori Nelson

Cleo Eby

Mary Buettner

Andy Eck

John Matteucci

Cary Mohr

Cynthia Foster

Judy Climer

Roger Dawson

Melinda
Studebaker

Norman Warner

Devin Sholly

Janet Cornett

Eric Walker

Chris Shelton

Families of Larry Geeting.
“Red” Rivers, and Russel Robert

Janet Hardin

Bette Denius

Family of Don Degler

Tom Schamel

Janie Smith &
Family
Macy Jaeggi

Linda Parks

Allen Metz

Wanda DeVilbiss

Martha Watson

Dick Campbell

Joey Williams

Leo Taylor

Jered Sexton

Stacy Cline

Diana Spencer

Rachel Myers

Taylor Bunch

Andrew Obst

Paul Conrad

Susan Johnston

Stacy Cline

Marylyn Bassler

Debbie Elmore

Crystal Cooper

Sue Combs

Emily Ray

THOSE WHO ARE
GRIEVING

MISSIONARIES
Jon & Michelle Voge and family

Charlotte Delonge

I said a prayer for you today, that God
would touch you with his healing hand
and give you the comfort and strength
you need to get through
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