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St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
We come together to love God and one another, Serve others, and Share God's Word.
We do these things by God's Grace that comes through the death and
resurrection of His son, Jesus Christ.

Worship 10:00 am Pastor Tim Swanson
March 19, 2023 Holy Communion Ministers Members
Fourth Sunday in Lent
ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE
GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, who journeys with us these forty days,
and sustains us with the gift of grace.

Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another

our need for repentance and God’s mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings.

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;

we spoil rather than steward your creation;

we cause hurt though you call us to heal;

we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

as we seek to follow in your way of life.

Amen.

Hear the good news:

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son,

so that all may receive life. This promise is for you!

God embraces you with divine mercy, * forgives you in Christ’s name,
and revives you in the Spirit’s power. Amen.

GATHERING SONG: Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness ELW 843




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
-4 — ‘ e E— E———
G i)

We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate  in us new hearts!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious
life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with
your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 16:1-13 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you
grieve over Saul? | have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil
and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for | have provided for myself a
king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.”
And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to
the LorD.” 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what you shall do; and you
shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” *Samuel did what
the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him
trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” *He said, “Peaceably; I have come to
sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

SWhen they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is now
before the LORD.” "But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on




the height of his stature, because | have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as
mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the

heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said,
“Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” °Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he
said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 1%Jesse made seven of his sons pass before
Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” *Samuel
said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?”” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but
he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not
sit down until he comes here.” *He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the
one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his
brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward.
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 23

The Lorp! is my shepherd;
I shall not | be in want.
2The Lorp makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- I side still waters.
3You restore my ! soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways ! for your name’s sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R
®You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
®Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and 1 will dwell in the house of the | LorD forever. R

All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen

SECOND READING Ephesians 5:8-14 80nce you were darkness, but now in the
Lord you are light. Live as children of light—°for the fruit of the light is found in all that
is good and right and true. *°Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. *'Take no part in
the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. *2For it is shameful even to
mention what such people do secretly; *3but everything exposed by the light becomes




visible, **for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

Word of God, Word of Life Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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slow to an - ger, tich in bless - ing, and with love to us in-clined.
GOSPEL

The Gospel according to St. John the ninth chapter.  Glory to you O Lord.

John 9:1-41 'As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s
works might be revealed in him. “We must work the works of him who sent me while it is
day; night is coming when no one can work. °As long as | am in the world, | am the light
of the world.” ®When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the
saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 'saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. ¥The
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the
man who used to sit and beg?”” °Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No,
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 1°But they kept asking him,
“Then how were your eyes opened?” 'He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud,
spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed
and received my sight.” *?They said to him, “Where is he?”” He said, “I do not know.”
13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. **Now it was a



sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. °Then the Pharisees also
began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my
eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 1®Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from
God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a
sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 1’So they said again to the blind
man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a
prophet.”

8The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they
called the parents of the man who had received his sight °and asked them, “Is this your
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?”” °His parents answered,
“We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; *but we do not know how it is
that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will
speak for himself.” 2His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the
Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put
out of the synagogue. 2*Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

2430 for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him,
“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” ?He answered, “I do not know
whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though | was blind, now I see.” 2They
said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 2’He answered them,
“I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do
you also want to become his disciples?” 2Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 2°We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as
for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” **The man answered, “Here is an
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my
eyes. 3'\We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who
worships him and obeys his will. 3Never since the world began has it been heard that
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. *3If this man were not from God, he could
do nothing.” **They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to
teach us?” And they drove him out.

3Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?” **He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may
believe in him.” 3" Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you
is he.” ®He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. **Jesus said, “I came into this
world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may
become blind.” “°Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we
are not blind, are we?” *“!Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin.
But now that you say, ‘We see,” your sin remains.”

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW 815

CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of
creation.

Eternal God, you seal us by the Holy Spirit and mark us with the cross of Christ forever
in baptism. Inspire us by your love as together we strive for justice and peace in all the
earth. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Creating God, by your word you have made all things, and you hate nothing you have
made. Teach us to perceive the beauty of the breadth of your creation, from the grandest
mountain range to the smallest springtime bud. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Powerful God, you anoint kings and establish rulers. Guide the work of heads of state and
elected officials. Encourage them to lead with justice and to remove barriers that impede
the well-being of all. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



Shepherding God, you lead us beside still waters and restore our souls. Keep watch over
those who weep; tend all who are sick and comfort those who grieve (especially).
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our host, you fill us at your table with more than we could ever ask. Feed us with
hunger for justice. Equip the feeding ministries of this congregation and community
(especially West Alex Food Bank and The Common Good). Nourish us so we can
nourish our neighbors. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of history, with thanksgiving we remember our ancestors in faith who cared for your
people (especially Joseph, Guardian of Jesus). We praise you for the ways they formed
the faith of others and continue to inspire us. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to
renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Please share God’s Peace.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY SONG
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| Take my life, that 1 may be con-se-crat-ed, Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy love;
3 Take my voice and let me sing al-ways,on - ly, for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I  with - hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.
take my feet and let them be swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.
take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
take my in - tel - lect, and use ev - 'ty pow’r as thou shalt choose.
5 Take my will and make it thine; 6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour
it shall be no longer mine. at thy feet its treasure store;
Take my heart, it is thine own; take myself, and [ will be
it shall be thy royal throne. ever, only, all for thee.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful
service for the sake of your gospel.

Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very presence
through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.

Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal
feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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san-na In the high - est;, ho -san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.




With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christis risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for
the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Embodied God,
at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.




With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise,
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors
and touch the world with your love.

Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

God, the giver of love,

+ Christ, the resurrection and the life,
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth

bless you in this Lenten journey.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Be Thou My Vision

DISMISSAL

WOV 776

Go in peace, to LOVE, SERVE, and SHARE God's word.

Church Records

In order to LOVE, SERVE and SHARE God’s Word in 2023, we commit to regular
attendance at worship and Sunday school, to time spent in service to others, and daily
Bible reading and prayer. As God blesses us with what we need, we respond with gifts
that support God’s work at St. John’s. In order to meet current expenses, we have

committed to monetary gifts totaling almost $2096 a week.

Statistics for March 12, 2023 Attendance at worship: 23

Current $1601.00 TVS/Success
Benevolence 265.00 Missionary
Disaster 25.00 Total

Sun. School 20.00

125.00
70.00
$2908.00



Worship Assistants

Musician — Jenny Dawson Communion Assistant — Earla Donaldson
Lay Reader — Earla D. Altar Guild — Lorey Collins
Ushers — Fred Boebel, Mark McKinley, Dave Weaver, Buzz Wright

Altar flowers are given in honor of Wyatt Voge’s birthday.

Announcements
Please join us for fellowship and refreshments after worship today!

Adult Choir Practice — Wednesdays at 6:15 pm, before mid-week Lenten service.
Midweek Lenten/Healing Services — Wednesdays through March 29 @ 7:00 pm

Bell Choir Practice — Wednesdays, following mid-week Lenten service.

Food Bank Needs — Pork & beans, ramen noodles, and egg noodles.

Bible Study — Monday evenings at 6:30 pm. Pastor Tim is leading a study on 1 Peter.
March Birthdays & Anniversaries — 6 Earla Donaldson(B), 8 Margaret Degler(B), 11
Fulton Collins(B), 14 David Weaver(B), 15 Scott & Janette Hittle(A), 22
Emily(Hittle)McGuire(B).

April Showers —The needs are for the following: Men’s and women’s ankle or crew
socks; Boy’s and girl’s sizes medium and large — white, colored or prints, ankle or no-
show socks preferred. No need for infant socks at this time. Place items in white laundry
basket near the entrance.

GOSPEL MESSAGE
What? Or Why?

What do we believe? Our Lutheran heritage is rooted in theological debate, and such
conversations have always been a part of our tradition. Disagreements about theological
propositions and biblical interpretations have led to split after split among Lutheran
church bodies and congregations. At the same time, our theological and biblical
commitments have led us to seek the unity of the church with mergers among Lutheran
denominations and with common communion agreements with our ecumenical
neighbors. In our broader culture it also seems that theology often leads the way in
conversations about faith. Theological principles from various religious communities are
used to argue for or against laws, corporate practices, and cultural expectations.

In today’s gospel story we find something different leading the way: the blind man’s
experience of the healing power of Jesus. This experience is at odds with the theological
thought of the religious leaders. The narrative reads like a trial, one in which the primary



witness is hostile to the line of questioning from the prosecution. The conversations the
leaders have with the man and his parents are a mess of misunderstanding that leads to
insult and accusation. They are talking about theology; he and his parents are talking
about experience. No one is there to translate between the two.

Why do you believe? Our understandings of God are certainly shaped by the
communities of which we have been a part and theologies we have learned. Yet, God’s
grace is not something we logic our way through; it is something we experience. The
early church debated all sorts of theological positions, but their witness was grounded in
their experience of death and resurrection. What we believe is important, but as we step
into each day as witnesses of God’s love for the world, why we believe may be the most
hope-filled message we have to share.

PRAYER CONCERNS FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 13, 2023

Laura Schrader, Ruby Shockey, Stan Clark, Caley Welch, Sharon Beneke, Danielle
Ulrich, Mark Cline, Paula Richardson, Connie Coffman, Diane Harry, Sue Johnson, Amy
Leedy, John DeVilbiss, Dottie, Dolly Shelton, Terry & Connie Wysong, Andrew Obst,
Pat Collins, Maxine Ingram, Eric Walker.

GRIEVING: Family of Bruce Sams

MISSIONARIES: Jonathan & Michelle Voge & Family

ST JOHN FAMILY: Nancy Wright, Lynn VVoge, Amy Stockslager, Glen Behnken, June
Souleyrette,

Bob Combs, Marna Beneke, Paula Schiml.

SHUT-INS: Butch Spitler, Janet Ferguson, Reenie Halsey, Catherine Dafler.




