
 

The Freedom of Forgiveness  
 
    In this article, my point in scripture will come from Matthew 18:21-22.  Jesus has been 

talking about forgiving others, so Peter decides to test Him.  
    Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and 

I forgive him?  Until seven times? (21).  
    Jesus saith unto him, I saith not unto thee, until seven times: but, until seventy times 

seven. (22).  
    I always felt Peter was looking for the easy way out, 

yet trying to appear very righteous. In this period of 

time, the Rabbis felt that forgiving three times was 

more than enough.  So, Peter decided to go the extra 

mile and offer forgiveness up to seven times.  Seven 

was the number of completeness to the Jews and was 

often used as a point of Righteous reference.  I always 

felt that Peter was just waiting for the opportunity to 

put the hammer down on someone.  I’m quite confi-

dent that most of us have been in the same situation, 

waiting to get even or worse.  
     When I was a young man, I overheard an argument 

between two adults.  The one finally felt they had con-
quered and replied, “I will forgive you, but I won’t for-

get this!”.  It sounded righteous but also very hollow to 

me.  I looked at the adult and replied; I don’t think 

that’s how it works.  Forgiveness involves forgetting, to never remember anymore. This is 

God's way.  
    The forgetting is often the hardest part.  I’ve struggled with this at times and felt like I 

had failed.  The remembering can be painful depending on the situation you are dealing 

with.  I finally had to realize that I was human and had been created with a memory as a 

gift from God. We may never totally forget, but can experience healing from God if we 

are sincere. Forgiveness and healing can happen over many years as we deal with the 

many layers of pain and suffering.  Sometimes it just takes time, which doesn’t mean your 

faith is broken.  Each time I remember I move closer to complete healing and for-

giveness.  We learn to walk in the Spirit of Forgiveness and this makes for peace in the 

Christian life.   
     Many people are always bitter because they don’t really forgive, but still wait to hate. 

The true believer pursues until they eventually walk in Liberty and abound in Love.   

God bless. PB 

St. John Lutheran Church 
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St. John Lutheran Church comes together to love God and one another, serve 

others and share God’s word.  We do these things by God’s Grace that comes 

through the death and resurrection of  His Son, Jesus Christ 
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Pastor Schilling 

Invites anyone 

with pastoral 

needs to reach 

out to him at 

937-477-6502 

Stephen Ministers are lay congregation mem-

bers trained to provide one-to-one care to 

those experiencing a difficult time in life. 

Stephen Ministers come from all walks of life, 

but they all share a passion for bringing 

Christ’s love and care to people during a time 

of need. Please speak to Pastor Bill or Lorey 

Collins if you are interested in knowing more.  

REFORMATION  
SUNDAY 

OCTOBER 26, 2025 



 

West Alexandria Food Bank  
St. John Church 20 E. South St.  
West Alexandria, 937-839-1615  
Mons & Weds: 10:00am – 12:00pm  
Also open on the 2nd & Last Wednes-
day each  month, 6 – 7:30pm. The Food 
Bank’s current needs are toothpaste, 
shampoo, egg noodles, ramen noodles.  

October 2025 

St. John Women of the NALC September Meeting Minutes 

The September meeting of St. John Women was held on Sept. 11 with 6 members present. LaVerne presented 

the topic “The Grand Prize.” 
Carolyn reported the Women’s Council will meet Sept. 16, and officers are needed. Closing thoughts were 

shared on social. There is still ice cream available for purchase. 
A decision was made to support the Domestic Violence Shelter and the Synod disaster fund for our Christmas 

projects. We will continue to support the Violence Shelter all year, and Randy has already taken a load there. 

Stephanie reported that Melissa’s husband has purchased some storage lockers, and we may be able to use 

some of the contents for these projects. 
We will once again be “pantry partners” in October for the Ronald McDonald House. Items need to be in by 

Oct. 26. 

The homeless meal will be provided this month by Kathy and Earla. 

Meeting closed with the Missionary Benediction. 

Refreshments were served by LaVerne and Darlene. 

All women of St. John are welcome and encouraged to attend monthly meetings.  The next meeting is Thursday, 

October 9 at 7:00 pm. Chris will present the devotion. LaVerne and Chris will provide refreshments 

 

 

 

 

SINGING IS GOOD FOR YOU 
Join St. John Adult Choir!  

Practice happens on Mondays 
at 6:00 pm. 

Lucas Erbaugh - October 1 
Henry Cotterman - October 13 

Jim Robsion - October 25 
Betty Peterson - October 29 

The WNALC newsletter is published six times each year 

at the beginning of the even numbered months. It in-

cludes information about upcoming events and our Mis-

sion Bank partners, as well as interesting and uplifting 

articles. If you would like a copy emailed to you or  

printed, please let Chris know. 

A monetary donation was made 
in the names of Pastor Bill and 

Barb to honor their 50th wedding 
anniversary to the Christian  

Appalachian Project from the  
St. John Congregation. 



 

We are once again supporting Ronald McDonald House. It is a home away from home that provides 

comfort, support and resources to families who travel far from home for medical care. Below is a list of 

suggested items they need. There is no need to let Stephanie know what you have purchased; a table 

will be set up as we have done in the past for you to take your items. Please have all donations to the 

church by October 26.  

Ramen noodles Individual wrapped fruit snacks Poptarts 

Swiffer Wet Jet cleaning liquid Individual cereal Ravioli and SpaghettiOs 

Dish soap Boxed mac-n-cheese Baggies 

Dreft/laundry detergent Granola bars Plastic wrap 

Disinfectant wipes/spray Canned chicken/tuna Hot chocolate 

Paper bowls/plates Canned soup Assorted fruit cups 

Paper towels/napkins Cheese/peanut butter crackers Crystal Light or generic 

Plastic forks/spoons Individual chips, pretzels, crackers  

PRAYER CONCERNS updated September 26, 2025 

Wayne Hutchings, Chris Hansen, Danielle Ulrich, Christin, Brad Haynes, Elle Dawson, Bill Henry, Diane 

Walker, A.J. McKinley, Sue Johnson, Andrew Obst, and Eric Walker. 

GRIEVING FAMILY OF:  Lillian Morrow and Linda Fitzwater. 

MISSIONARIES:  Jonathan & Michelle Voge & Family 

ST JOHN FAMILY: Marlene Neff, Judy Erbaugh, Mark McKinley, 

Pastor Bill, Willy Dawson, Buzz Wright, Glen & Norma Behnken, 

Earla Donaldson, Melissa Collins, Hartmut Buettner, Jenny Dawson, 

Ellie Arnett, Paula Schiml, Bill Dafler. 

SHUT-INS: Lynn Voge, Marna Beneke, Janet Ferguson. 

In case you haven’t noticed, there’s a new 

tree in town. June Souleyrette has taken on 

the “tree ministry” since Advent of 2024.  
The tree on the left was decorated for our 

teachers and students in August. The tree 

on the right is the most recent and has an 

autumn motif.  
After the Christmas season, June decorated 

the flocked, faux tree for Valentine day, St. 

Patrick day, and summer, just to name the 

ones I can remember!  If you haven’t been 

to this area of St. John lately, go take a look 

at the autumn tree! 
June, you do a fine job making our fellow-

ship hall more inviting. Thank you! 

 



 

Church Council meeting minutes from September 10, 2025 
Present: Steve Dafler (2026), Mark McKinley (2026), Lorey Collins (2026), Fred Boebel (2027*), June Soul-

eyrette (2026), Janette Hittle (2027*), Pastor Bill Schilling, Stephanie Cotterman, Treasurer, Chris Ingram, 

Secretary. (* denotes second term) 

A devotion was given by Pastor Bill from Psalm 103 which speaks of praise for the Lord’s mercy. 
The July 9 meeting minutes were emailed to council members for perusal before this evening’s meeting.  

Council president, Steve Dafler, asked if there were any comments or corrections to the July 9 meeting 

minutes. There were not.  Minutes stand approved as read. 
Treasurer’s report for July and August, 2025: Fred was thrilled about the Ameriprise growth. 

Steve asked if there were any questions or concerns about the treasurer’s reports. There were not. Minutes 

stand approved as read. 
Property: A down payment of 50% of the cost for the vertical platform lift was made by Stephanie. There is 

a 6-week lead time after the VPL is ordered. 

Mutt put a fresh coat of paint on the exterior entrance to the basement. 

Pastor Bill reported that he attended four meetings, presided over three funerals, made twenty-five visits 

(includes counseling sessions), and attended one ice cream social. Pastor reported he will be having surgery 

on his sinuses September 18. Pastor Mark Daniels is available to preside over worship service on September 

21 while Pr. Bill is recuperating. 
Old Business: Steve reminded council about Work Night on October 8.  Council will do some cleaning out 
and organizing in the basement and fellowship hall.  June feels the best way to offer items to the congregation 

is to have a silent and free auction. Whatever is left can be donated to Restore and/or Goodwill. June noted 

that a One Call Now should be made 2 weeks before the auction takes place. 

Ice cream social sales were $1,907 and counting. Some ice cream is left and sells for ½ price; Janette suggest-

ed that gluten-free food items might be labeled as such to aid those who cannot have gluten in their diets.  

June noted she had some input on the creation of a hospitality committee. She believes doing the set up for 

functions in the fellowship hall and shelter should be kept on a voluntary basis for now.  

Steve asked if Chris could set up another time for David Ingram, My Computer Store, to discuss security 

cameras.  She said she would do that. 

Chris inquired about the shelter from the manger scene. Lorey reported that Mutt said he would be taking 

care of it. 

New Business: Budget for 2026 was presented to council. Steve asked for a motion to accept the 2026 

budget. Janette motioned and Dave seconded. All in favor. Budget was approved. 

Extra Items: Mark  reminded council that no church event should be cancelled unless/before council makes 

the decision to cancel. 

Stephanie received a letter from MVCAP asking if St. John would like to donate $100 again towards the 

Thanksgiving meal they serve each year. June moved to increase the amount to $150. Steve asked if anyone 

opposed the increase. Motion passed 

A couple who came to the ice cream social inquired about the cost of using St. John’s fellowship hall. Chris 

stated there is a contract for facility use by members and nonmembers but no prices included.  A price needs 

to be agreed on by council. Lorey and Chris will call Farmersville Recreation Center and Twin Valley Rod and 

Gun Club to ask what they charge to get an idea. 
Meeting was adjourned. 

The Lord’s Prayer was prayed. 

Did you know? 
Have you ever taken the time to read your Bible cover to cover? Assuming your Bible is 1000 pages long 
(not counting study notes), and you read a page every 5 minutes, it should take you 84 hours or just un-
der 3 and a half days to read it all. You have read many other books cover to cover, but have you read the 
most important book of all time?  
Ehud is the 1st left handed man mentioned in the Bible (Judg 3:15).  

https://ref.ly/Judg%203.15;kjv1900?t=biblia


 


