
 

 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ 
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A PASTORAL LETTER     MATTHEW 13: How is My Discipleship Doing? 

~Pastor Tim 

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER is designed as a self-critique; both of ourselves as indi-
viduals and collectively as a church body.  God is the one who sows.  The seeds are the 
Word of God.  The question Jesus poses for us (in our self-examination) is what kind of 
soil are we? 

THE SEED ALONG THE PATHWAY: Do you hear the word of God but do not under-
stand it? Do you not want to be bothered to try to understand it? Are you disinterested? 
Then you are like the seed on the pathway that does not take root and is easily snatched 
away like what the birds do on the pathway. 

THE SEED ON THE ROCKY GROUND (The thin layer of soil on the hillside that has not 
completely eroded. It receives the seed but does not have deep enough roots so it is easi-
ly scorched by the sun) Do you receive the word of God with great joy? Is it good to hear 
causing you to be thrilled and entertained by it? Yet, is that as far as your faith will grow? 
When things begin to get difficult; when the call to commitment becomes too much; when 
the joy goes out of you; when you want to run away to where it is 
more comfortable without conflict or suffering; then you are like this 
kind of ground. 

THE SEED THAT FALLS AMONG THORNS:  (The field that has 
not yet been plowed. It is full of much of the previous year’s lefto-
vers plus weeds and thorns that have grown. The seed falls here 
before the field is plowed and so gets choked and lost among these 
thorns.) Are you too busy to hear the word of God? Do you miss 
worship and the receiving of God’s grace quite often? Are you more 
concerned by your earthly wants, securities and pleasures than the 
call of God to hear God’s Word and live by it? Does your steward-
ship mean giving to the mission of the Word of God when it is only 
convenient for you? Do you give toward the mission even when you 
are absent from the community in worship? Is your commitment 
greater to the earthly than the spiritual? Do you leave the call to witness to a few? Then, 

like the seeds among the thorns, you allow the 
cares of this world to choke the creative Word of 
God in the practice of good stewardship as disci-
ples of our Lord. 

THE SEED THAT FALLS ON GOOD SOIL:   

I know I need the Grace of God to free me to be 
faithful in my witness to God’s love. 
I pray for that Grace daily. 

 I pray the Lord’s Prayer asking that God’s kingdom and God’s will may com and be             
 done in and through me daily. 
 I hunger and thirst for God’s word and the sacrament for the forgiveness of sins. 
 I want to share my faith as a witness of my freedom in Christ to love as he first loved me. 
 I hunger to feast on the word of God in study. 
 I want to invite other into this same kind of relationship with God that has given  
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CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING 
JULY 10 

TO DISCUSS AND 
VOTE  ON  



    
 
 
 

 

BUY A RAFFLE TICKET 
Kiwanis Club of West Alexandria 

$5 per ticket 

For a chance to win a pair of 2022 Ohio State 

Season Football Tickets 

 

Sept.3 - vs. Notre Dame 

Sept. 10 - vs. Arkansas State 
Oct. 1 - vs. Rutgers 

Oct. 22 - vs. Iowa Call Carolyn @ 937-839-4350 

I want to grow in my stewardship of giving as a sign of my faith in God; and as a witness 
toward God’s gifts to me. 
I want my heart to be in the right place and love God above all else and my neighbor as 
myself; for Christ makes me worthy and being reborn in this image of God in Jesus as 
Lord, I count others as worthy even though they may be my enemy.  

This is the daily critique for each of us as individuals in our call to follow our Lord as well 
as a congregation. “Lord let my heart be good soil; open to the seeds of your Word.” 

TRINITY CHURCH OF 

LEWISBURG is having a  

Cabbage Roll Fundraiser.   
Proceeds will be used to 

further ministries there.  

Price is $3.50 each.  Specify 

with or without sauerkraut! 

Place orders now until July 

9.  Pick up order Saturday, 

July 23rd 11:00a-4:30p at 

Trinity Church of Lewisburg 

511 Commerce St.  Call or 

email orders to Diane 

Shrout 937-962-4224 or 

937-286-8956 , 

shrout.diane@yahoo.com 

OR Pat Schroeder  

937-336-2900  

trinitylewisburg@gmail.com 



The June meeting of St. John Women of the ELCA was held in the parish hall on June 8 with 7 members present.  

The meeting was called to order by President Earla Donaldson.  Earla presented the topic on “Renewed Life.” 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

There was no treasurer’s report.  Kathy reported 127 cards were sent. 

Carolyn reported Women’s Council well meet on June 21. Earla Reported there were 17 present at the WELCA 

Women’s Conference held at St. John on June 5. 

The date for the Biennial Convention of Southern Ohio WELCA will be Sept. 16 and 17 at St. Paul Lutheran in Lan-

caster, Ohio. 

We will be serving the Retired Teachers luncheon on June 14.  We will be serving Rotary in July and August. 

A paper was passed around for donations for the ice cream social. 

Kathy and Earla will provide the homeless meal this month. 

Meeting closed with the Missionary Benediction. 

Refreshments were served by LaVerne and Earla. 

 

All women of St. John are invited and welcome to attend  meetings the second Thursday of each month. 

Women of the ELCA seeks to be an instrument of Christian Mission in helping the Church to declare the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

through: 

• Learning of Christ and the mission of His church 

• Witnessing in our daily lives to our Christian faith 

• Serving the needs of others in the congregation and 

      Community 

• Supporting the total work of the church through prayers and offerings 

 

   WELCA’s July meeting has been moved to July 21 to accommodate “Summer Splash” at Salem 

St. John Ingomar Annual Ice Cream Social  
Scheduled for Saturday, September 10, 2022 from 4:30-6:30 pm 

 
We are in the beginning stages of asking for volunteers to help with do-
nations of food, bazaar items, and your time.  If you would like to be a 
part of the team with your time/donations, please contact Chris (937-
839-5212 or church office number) or Earla (937-839-7203).   

HOTDOG LUNCH FRIDAY, July 8 from11:00am-1:00pm at Gillman Home Center  

120 W. Lexington Rd. Eaton.  Hotdog eating contest is at 12:30 pm.  To sign up, stop by Gillman’s or email 



Patrick Collins Janet Ferguson Reenie Halsey 

Bob Combs Butch Spitler Mark McKinley 

Catherine Dafler Marna Beneke Melissa Collins  

Hank Habekost Randy Ehler 

Sue Johnson Jack Green 

Annie Presley Vicky Hendricks 

Mary Matteucci Paul Samson 

Molly Hurd Wanda DeVilbiss 

Natalie Davis Bailey & unborn baby 

Kevin Haynes Alice Hapner 

Judy Fergus Neil Wick 

John Merrell Eric Walker 

Ann Cooper Lilly Moore 

Cristal Cooper Lisa Altic 

Joan MCaffrey Robert Kincses 

Rich Hapner Carolyn Ulrich 

Andrew Obst Maxine Ingram 

Ellen Hickey & Family Andy Eck 

Mark Blosser Colleen Mitchell 

Jim Ferguson John Matteucci 

Bruce Sams Steve Eck 

FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF OUR MEMBERS 

MISSIONARIES 
Jon & Michelle Voge and family  

MEMBERS IN OUR PRAYERS 

THOSE GRIEVING 
Andy Dawson and Gina Thorpe 

 

July 

July 1 Olivia Erbaugh 

July 11 Hartmut Buettner 

July 12 Catherine Dafler 

July 13 Carolyn Studebaker, Lori Nelson 

July 14 Buzz Wright 

July 16 Amy Stockslager 

July 19 Kathy Boebel 

July 19 Bill & Julie Dafler anniversary 

July 26 Curtis Hittle  

July 29 Kathy Eubank, Russel Worley 

July 31 Pastor Tim Swanson 

August 

August 2 Gabriel Collins 

August 10 Judy Erbaugh 

August 22 Randy & Chris Ingram anniv. 

August 24 Ellie Arnett 

August 25 Bill Dafler 

August 28 Stephanie Cotterman 

August 30 Jenny Dawson 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

On Saturday, July 16th we will be hosting a training class for First Aid, 

CPR (CardioPulmonary Resuscitation), and AED (Automated Exter-

nal Defibrillator) here at the church at 10:00 AM. Firefighter Safe will 

be doing the training again. The class may take approximately 2 to 2 

1/2 hours so please wear comfortable clothes. Tables will be available 

if you cannot get on the floor to practice the CPR session of the 

class. The class itself is free but if you need a certification card, the 

cost for it is $20 due on the day of training. You’re welcome to invite 



 
 
 
 
 



Hello Friends! 
 
We have had an amazing time in the USA this year, and we are now beginning to look towards 
Cyprus again. We are so thankful for this time of Sabbatical and wanted to share a few high-
lights... 
 
It has been so special to be closer to our families for a season. We have had regular times with 
Jon's family, including celebrating many holidays and special events together. It was a blessing 
to have Michelle's family here to celebrate Lily's birthday and Easter. We also enjoyed having a 
few close friends visit us here in Colorado during this time of Sabbatical.  
 
As a family we have enjoyed the beauty of our surroundings here, and have taken many family 
hikes and walks. It has been very refreshing for each of us. Creativity and renewed physical 
health have been an ongoing theme since being here. Jon and Michelle have even enjoyed some 
afternoon painting dates together. :) Jon has been renewed by having weekly hikes and hopes to 
start a refugee hiking group when we return to Cyprus.  Michelle has  enjoyed this season of cre-
ativity and recently launched an Esty shop in order to share and sell some of what she has creat-
ed during this season. Check it out if you are looking for some handmade art, jewelry, or home 
decor! The link for her shop is: https://MVogeArtistry.etsy.com.  
 
We have lots to be thankful for. . God has been so faithful and we have received so much from 
Him during this season. We are excited for all that He has in store for us back in Cyprus!  
 

 
 
 
 

How can you join us on our journey?  
1. PRAY for us! 

2. Write us- we love to hear from you! 
3. Partner with us financially. 

 
Tax deductible contributions can be sent to: 
https://www.ywamorganic.org/support/654 

Our unique giving code is 654. 
 

If you'd prefer to mail your donation, please make out the check to YWAM Organic and address 
it to: YWAM Organic, PO Box 15579, Colorado Springs, CO 80935. 

*Please include a separate note to let them know the designation rather than writing in the 
memo line on the check. 

 

 
The Voges  will be visiting St John July 24 

   






