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St. John Lutheran Church comes together to love God and one another, serve others and share God’s word. We do these things by God’s Grace that comes through
the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ
“Stewardship is about Giving”
A Pastoral Letter

Pastor Tim

“Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly” Col. 3:16
Do you realize that much of Scripture has to do with Stewardship? The Parables of Jesus
have to do with Stewardship. Stewardship is about giving. It is a lifestyle centered in God.
God is imaged as a giving God. Everything created in Genesis is from God for the purpose
of providing for creation; even we, as humans, were created to be givers. Not only are we
created in the image of the Giver, but we are envisioned to take care of this creation. This
God created world has been entrusted to our care.

Church Office Hours
Mondays and Fridays
10:00-3:00 pm

Sunday
Worship Service
9:00 am

At the center of our Lord’s Prayer is a simple request. We pray to give, “give us this day
our daily bread.” It recognizes God as the Giver and Provider of what we need. Coupled
with this is the request for “forgiveness”. So, it is that Jesus instructs us “Forgive, and you
will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you.” Luke 6:37-38
Faithful Living is trusting in God as the Giver and Provider. With this trust, we are free to
give and provide for the needs of others. Stewardship is foremost a lifestyle and a journey
in faith. We give in proportion to our faith in God.

PENTECOST

There are two types of persons: givers and takers.
The takers come in the quickness of the night;
they give very little, but expect everything.
The givers rise with the breaking of the day;
they expect little, but offer everything to God.
The takers are gone at the Sun’s setting;
stirring up dust when not offered what they want.
The givers wait patiently for the dawn of expectations;
celebrating the morning dew of the Creator’s newness.
The takers wander aimlessly in the dreariness of restlessness;
only seeing life as the illusions of the desert horizons.
The givers remember the green pastures and cooling streams;
knowing God still provides in the shadowy valleys.
The takers try to find time to fit God into their schedules;
making the Creator an after-thought in self pursuits.
The givers fill their schedules with God’s plans and purposes;
celebrating life as a fore-thought of worship.
Faithful Living is a life where God comes first and is central to living and giving.

What’s Happening Now?
Abby Utsinger
Hey friends! I apologize for hardly
ever posting on my World Race
page, it's been a while since my last
update. Back in May, I returned from World Race Gap
Year! My time overseas was nothing short of amazing.
There were definitely hard moments, but I'm so grateful for every experience I had. I met wonderful people
and made friends that I'll have for life. I look back and
think "I would definitely go do that again".

(Deeply Anointed Music About Christ)
Free Youth Event
at St. Andrew Lutheran Church
282 S. Broadway St. Farmersville
Sunday, December 4, 2022 at 4:00 pm

Over the summer, I was able to rest and reflect on
what the past nine months had been and how the time
had impacted me. I worked at a coffee shop in my
town and spent a lot of time with friends. During the
summer, I made the decision to come back to Gainsville Georgia and attend a program called Center for
Global Action (CGA). "Center for Global Action exists to mobilize a generation to be passionate

Visit iamdamac.com for more information about
the ministry

Cont’d bottom page 3

Ronald McDonald House Programs are a home away from home that provide comfort, support and resources to families who travel far from home for the medical care their St. John
can be involved in this charity by donating items from the list below. Please let Stephanie
know what you have purchased. Deadline has changed to October 16.
Sandwich bags
Quart size bags

Tuna Snack Packs
Honey Mustard

Juice Boxes/bottles

Granola Bars

Pancake Mix

Magic Erasers

Crystal Light

Plastic Silverware

Cookie/Brownie Mix

Dryer Sheets

Flavored Coffee
Creamer

Paper plates/bowls

Kid’s/Men’s/Women’s

Meal prep
Plastic Containers

Hand Soap

Canned Chicken

Plastic Straws

Trash bags

Individually wrapped
snacks

Chocolate milk
Powder

Hard Floor mop pads

Fabric Softener
Take-out food
Containers

Disinfecting wipes

Hot Sauce

Multi-purpose cleaning spray

Gift Cards (GFS, Kroger,
etc)

Mayonnaise

Ramen Noodle cups

Mustard

Peanut Butter/Cheese
Crackers

Pancake syrup

Hershey Syrup

Paper Towels

Chef Boyardee Meals

Aluminum foil

Potato Chips

Dishwasher Pods

Saltine Crackers

Tea Bags

Chicken/beef broth

Travel size toiletries

Men’s/Women’s

Hot Chocolate powder
(including sugar free)

Rice/Pasta sides

Jell-O Cups

Stain Remover

Laundry Soap of all

Dreft/HE laundry detergent

Fruit cups/fruit snacks

K-Cups (variety)

Febreze

Shark Mop supplies

Poptarts
Peanut Butter
Jelly
Canned soups
(vegetarian too)

Masks

Please place your donations on the table in the parish hall by October 16.
Thank you for partnering with us!
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WELCA September Meeting Minutes
The Sept. meeting of St. John Women of the ELCA was held on Sept. 15 with 8 members present.
Devotions were led by Stephanie. The minutes of the las meeting were read and approved. Treasurer reported a balance of $1374.43. Kathy reported 11 cards were sent.
Women’s Council will meet on Oct. 18 and make gift tags. Nov. 29 will be gift wrapping.
Stephanie reported she had sent $1300.00 profit from the ice cream social to the Success Program at Twin
Valley South. The money coming in sice frome the sale of left over food and ice cream will be sent to the
Success Program for the school lunch program. Earla reported thatwe can get our ice cream free next year
from UDF.
Thankoffering service will be Nov. 13 Not decided if we would get an outside speaker.
The Dec. meeting of WELCA has been changed to Dec. 1 as Earla is unable to be there on regular meeting
date.
Tentative plans were mde to adop families for Christmas.Homeless meal this month will be provided by Judy
and Angie Erbaugh.
Meeting closed with the Missionary Benediction.
Refreshments wre served by Chris and LaVerne.
All women of St. John are invited and welcome to attend meetings the second Thursday of each month.
Women of the ELCA seeks to be an instrument of Christian Mission in helping the Church to declare the
Gospel of Jesus Christ through:
• Learning of Christ and the mission of His church
• Witnessing in our daily lives to our Christian faith
• Serving the needs of others in the congregation and
Community
• Supporting the total work of the church through prayers and offerings

cont’d from page 2

followers of Jesus who live out their faith whether at home, professionally, or
church planting overseas".

I've been living in Georgia since early August and I'll be home mid December. This
program has been equally challenging and rewarding. CGA challenges people to seek truth and to be firmly rooted in
the Lord. With that comes a lot of reconstruction of one's identity. Although CGA has been a challenge, I've very
thankful for the growth it's producing. The community has been a blessing as well. I live with eight other girls who have
become best friends to me. We uplift and encourage each other everyday. I'm very thankful to live with such amazing
women.
I hope you find this short update helpful. If you want to chat about what exactly CGA is and/or what my World Race
experience was like, I'd love talk more! Feel free to reach out with any comments or questions! Thanks!
Editors note: April 2021 Abby was seeking support for cross-cultural missionary training. This letter was copied from her page
from World Race Gap Year.
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October 2022

MEMBERS IN OUR PRAYERS

October Birthdays
Lucas Erbaugh 2nd
Jim Robsion 25th
Laura (Ingram) Metz

Patrick Collins

Janet Ferguson

Reenie Halsey

Bob Combs

Butch Spitler

Mark McKinley

Catherine Dafler

Marna Beneke

Bruce Sams

27th

June Souleyrette

Gathering Information
and Sharing Event

FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF OUR MEMBERS

Please mark you calendar for Saturday,
October 22 at 10:00 am to attend this event.
Our newly formed witness team and Pastor
Tim want to share some recent findings and
talk with you about what you believe God is
up to with St. John. Light refreshments
provided.

Maxine Ingram*

Rosalie Metz

Andy Eck*

Sharon Taulbee

John Matteucci*

Denny Johnston

Hank Habekost*

Ryan Studebaker

Sue Johnson*

Rich Hapner

Annie Presley*

Jud Targett*

Mary Matteucci*

Paul Wright*

Kevin Haynes*

Vickie K.*

Judy Fergus*

Natalie Davis

Ann Cooper*

Terry & Connie Wysong*

Vicky Hendricks*

Jesse Shoemaker*

Paul Samson*

Glenn Miller*

Wanda DeVilbiss*

Norita Stiles*

Lilly Moore

Chris Kelly*

Lisa Altic

Linda Kottke*

Robert Kincses

Marsha Calhoun*

Carolyn Ulrich

Gale Clark*

Colleen Mitchell

THOSE GRIEVING

The families and friends of Kim Maish
and Scott Stockslager.

Glen Behnken

MISSIONARIES

Jon & Michelle Voge and family

Eric Walker*
St John’s congregational meeting has been postponed
for one week and will take place on October 9 after
worship service. The purpose of this meeting is financial approval for needed cleaning, painting, and
maintenance to exterior of parish structure.
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